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Thank you Madam Daes for this opportunity to speak at this time.

Greetings to you and your colleagues of the Working Group.

Greetings to our Indigenous Brothers and Sisters from all over the world.

Greetings to other participants at this forum.

Madam Daes

I trust my contribution under this agenda item will provide some guidance on the question of
the identity of Indigenous peoples. On this question I agree with the approach taken by my
colleague, Ms Lois O'Donoghue.

In my opinion the qualification and definition of Indigenous must be a rights based approach.
A human rights approach. An approach which is grounded in the inherent right to self-
determination. There are, in my view, some essential elements to this approach. They include
as fundamental the element of descent. There must be scope for self identification as an
individual and acceptance as such by the group. Above all and of crucial and fundamental
importance is historical and ancient connection with lands and territories. This connection is
original and Aboriginal.
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Fust Peoples or First Nations of peoples in these lands and territories. This element would of
course disqualify those former colonists or descendants of former colonists of these lands and
territories or other lands and territories who masquerade here as Indigenous. In my country
we use the term 'gammon’ to describe something that is not real or genuine. These former
colonists are gammon - they are pretenders. They are not Indigenous.

Finally, Madam Daes, I respectfully disagree with the distinguished High Commissioner for
Human Rights on the point of the move away by this Working Group on Standard Setting
activities. With the utmost respect to the High Commissioner the mandate of this group to
elaborate standards for the protection of the human rights of Indigenous peoples is basic and
fundamental to its work and must continue.
Madam Daes

Theelaboration of the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by this Working
Group was just the beginning of the elaboration of standards for the protection of our human
rights. There is other work to be done by this Working Group on this issue including the
elaboration of a Convention on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. I also believe Madam Daes
there are other areas that this group can move into in establishing standards for the protection
of our human rights:- including our rights to our Intellectual and Cultural Property, the rights
of Indigenous workers and the rights of Indigenous prisoners. These are but a few suggestions.

I thank you for your attention.


